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NOT IDEAL CONTENTMENT,
BUT STERN COMMERCIALISM,

. % ONDERFUL things ave atill déstined
% to come to this great pection of ours
) —the New South. Already the old
hes given way to the new.
o And it is best.

The old life was & beautiful, picturesque one, but
it was not in tupe with ghis modern; industrisl
world. It had its roots in the past, and the past
cannot endure. We could nol go on living in an
ideal world, auch as it was in ante-bellum days, for
the real world will assert iteell, aod even if mo war
had come on to upset things, they would have been
apset. Railroads and telegrapbs have come to us
rather in spite of ourselves than by reason of it. The
old generation aceepted these departnres as & con-
venience yet maintained they were antagouistic to
their views.

No one can live in the past and succesefally fight
off the present.

At the end of the Civil Wara new lsbor system

was established, and those of the old regime lett
learned to regard the men who worked for them, not
as their/dependents, for whom they were responsi-
ble, and for whose welfare they felt & reaponsibility,
but a8 so mauy employees, to be dealt with through
a trades union, and keep down to the lowest seale of
wages consistent with their living dnd working. It

, was destined that the new should triumph over the
old.

The slaves of the Old South were beyond question
the best paid, the best fed, the best honsed and al-
together thé best cared for lsboring population in
the world. They were secure in,childhood axd in
old age and in illness, 8e no other laboring people
on earth were. They were happy, and in importany
ways they were even freer than any other Iaboring
class ever was, But they were slaves, and modern

 tbought insisted that they would be better off aa free
men, even thongh freedom ghonld bring to them a
loss of happiness and & loss of that well nigh Umit-
lesa liberty which they gnjoyed as bondsmen, under
care of kindly masters. .

Modern thought is resistioss and will have its
way. All history teaches that. Evea chivalry,
armed a8 it was from head to heel, and limitlessly
oourageous a8 it was, could not hold its own against
commercialism, when that new name for civilization
became dominant as the thought that represented
the aspirations of men. Not even prejudice or sen-
timent can prevail against progress.’

The pollution of the air with the vomitingl of un-

" sightly totory chimneys liss become & sight more y

spoken of in pride than the besutiful fleld of the
past. ' -
" No man and no people can for long stand in the

way of what the Germans call ‘‘zoatgeiat’’—the spir- | they

it of the age. Neither can avy people stand apsré
from that spirit and let it pass them by. That is
whit the O1d Bouth tried to do. Bat the time came
mummwmtwﬁmm

gelst conquered; the things of the past Dbecame &)pure

matter of history, the memory of which the novelista
love to recall, but conditions that can never again
be established.

_Godl bless'the old life!

We have begun worthily
m@nm,mnmmmmmm
the commercisl power of & great nation—the great:
pﬂo&ﬂlhm;pmwmwbem.

LOST ARTS.

OT ns much a8 we used to, but ooca-

sionally even yet, one bears of some

wonder accom by the an-
duﬁn which esnnot be done l;:v.

ot a0 years wid

ern wor could mot quarry, or,

ald not Mba_

" A MILLION LOST DOLLARS.

“ HE minute sum of $2,000 is needed
to keep the ram Katahdin in good
condition, and the government is
in doubt whether to throw two
thonsand good dollors after s mil-
Jion bad ones or to lat the cralt fall
to piecen. The Katahdin dates
from that period in the history of
‘the new navy when we were aim-

lessly groping after short cute to

We wanted a» formidable fleet
80 we tried various

It i very doubtful if a “Damascus blade” 'ould[
stand half as severs usage ss & modern band-saw '
blade, or even as much as the spring of & forty-cent
clock; while the orcamentation of those wondrous
blades, so far as the mechanical execution is ocon-
cerned, can be excelled by apprentices and amatenrs
ol today. .

Of the ‘‘lost art” of hardening copper little i8
heard of late years, though one occasionally hears &
wiseling from the wilda wish he knew how to do it}
as well as the ancients; and, while it is perhaps re-
grettable that he doesn’t his ignorance is his own
fanlt, 1 maritime power.
Many arts and devices have been abandoned be-|without payiog ite price,
canse new knowledge has made them useless, and |achemes for getting paval strength cheap. The ve-
time spent in rediscovering them would be worse|suvine wans one of them—a contrivance coughing
than wasted. The modern youth bad much betterjup dynamite shells by hot air. 8he ocost $350,000,
spend his time studyiog the art of bis contempora- #nd we were so well pleased with ounrselves when
ries than that which is “lost.”’ we bailt ber that we appropriated $450,000 more for
- an improved mate, but thought better ol it and never
AVOIRDUPOIS. spent the money. About the same time we medean
appropriation for a *‘submerging monitor,”’ designed
HEN the sheriff closed his fifty- by or for & member of eongrese who had influenoce
fourth saloon the Honorable John | with our naval committees, but that money, 00,
L. Sullivan remarked: “Nobody [stayed in the treasury. Admiral Ammen was more
loves a fat man anyway.”’ Me ancoeasfal a8 an inventor of freaks. He not only
Sullivan threw too much empha-|secured an appropriation for his ram, the Katahdin,
gis on what was only ome among|but got the thing actunlly built, and it ia solemuly
the esuses of his declining popu- |earried on the navy lat to this day. The Katahdin
larity. The disappesrance offisa turtle-backed, pointed contrivancs, built with
comely outlines in his body|girders running lengthwise to resist the shock of
weighed less with the fiekle pub- collision. She carries no battery except four six-
—— C24&Y)  lic than the loss of bis ability to pounder rapid-fire guos, and is snpposed to be in
pmt his fist upon & lel'[o'.bping’l _inw with such harﬂe“‘ﬂo’ﬂn‘ missile. As her best ﬂpeed is a
momentum that the aforesaid man and brother would|trifie over sixteen knots, while the ships she would
instantaneously cease to feel or think. Mere fat, be expected to ram can make from eighteen to
however, has doubtless had its own appointed place twenty-three, the only way, according to OCollier’s
in the decadence of Jehn: Every woman would Weekly, that she could accomplish her purpose
rather be fair than fat at forty, in spite of the famous would be to hide behind a tree and jump out when
statement of the Maiden Queen. But we would say|the enemy Wwas lookiog the other way. The Vesu-
a word for the really fat—not those who have exter- | ¥ius bas been turned Into @ serviceable torpedo
eal appearance of much flesh, from some unworthy training ship, but the Kstahdin is so utterly useless
cause, sach as too much feastivg, but for those for sny purpose whatever, naval or commereial,
whose sonls are fal with cheerfulness and hamor,|that the authorities grudge the cost of the paint it
like the soul of Falstaff. Hven » post might, in this takes to keep her trom rusting away.
nobler sense, properly be fat: and it was thus Oassar} - e ,
thought when he distrusted the lean and hnﬂ' ' Mhere 4s an almost pathetic element in the present
Osssius. Osesar himself grew fat in Egypt, but it tion of the Japanese envoye who are now in
was trom Cleopatra’s cookery, not from deep and iew York preparing to sail for home Oectober 2,
soothing peace. ‘‘Laugh and be fat” remains one n Komurs, stiicken with typhoid fever in & for-
of the rocks impregoable of humsn thought. ‘*IThe gign Jand and with the prospect of being mobbed
liberal soul,”’ saith the Hebrew proverb, ‘‘shall be|ppon bis arrival in Japan, has indeed'a dismal out-
made fat.”” Natare intended our cheeks to be con: Jook. Of the two great peace plenipotentiaries—
vex. J - Witte snd Komura—the latter is probably tho more
pular in the Toited States. He has conducted hig
portant mission with a reserve and dignity that
times was Isckiog in the deportment of the pig
nseian, Witte became hysterical at the conclusion
the long negotiations and bosated and blustered
s way that offended justice-loving Americans,

Jegs than forty yesrs the then lightly regarded bar- | His attitude towards his adversary was nob: that.of
gain would be paylng annual dividends of 300 per|S brave man for & courageous foe. But no ope can
went on the investment. 'This year Aluska and the | Becuse Baron Komura of having exbibited any ‘yel-
Kloudike will have & gold output of over $21,000,- low streak” or of ot being & “game’’ loser. A
000, between threé and fonr millions more than last heavy responsibility was placed upon the shoulders
ear’s product; and, as the New York Evening Mal, | of thie little Japanese gentleman by; his sovereign,
which prints the figurés, points out, the Klondike | but bis country seems snything but grateful to him
region and all gold fields acxoss the line in British | for his service. Oveof his pssociates said a few
territory are a8 much & of the United States|days ago that they expected to be greeted by & mob
“for every per] of or commerce’’ as if| When they reached Japan and that their lives had
. bad been included in the Beward purchase. béen threstened. But Baron Komura insiste from
‘And gold is only one source of Alasks’s wealth, the bis sick bed that he will return on schedule time
terri baving shown possibilities, even in the rt to the Japsnese diet. Popsibly
way of sgriculture, up of ten years " fesling him will have sub-
This vast and rich territery, with its gre castration may be avoided. This
growing permanent populstion of of the American people, who bave only
-blooded Americans,, for Baron Komura and his

.the W

When Secretary Seward paid 87,200,000 for what
was generally considered the waste Arctic region of{
Alasks, and had great diffioulty in justitying hie se-
tion in thus ‘“‘buying 8 pig in & poke,’’ even far-

Americans conld bave had po idea thet in

The fine old cadet mess building st West
gome years ago wafl given the vame of G
The eadets from the North and from the South ,
tributed & sum of monay for the purchase of & por-}

treit of te' general, which wsa given & ndi! , transi _ '
pisce in the ball. Not long afterward the Nori :ﬂ o iﬂ"% , foherent
cadets and & number of Northern ermy ofiesrs who| ssvatiotions -
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TELEPHONE MANNERS,

== RVERAL New York writers are

' now engaged in an auimated re-
vival of the old digcussion of tele-

phone maunnerd. In the Times

one man protests against the all

| too common practice of sending

an office boy or stenographer to

call up someone and then, after

the person wanted arrives, keep

: him waiting until the first person
i goes to the instrument. This, be

‘declares is an impertinence that imposes on the time
veunisnce )

of one basy wan aé the pon of another, and
nggests that persons thus imposed on should make
it & role not to again answer such s eall.

Taking up the discussion, the Brooklyn Eagle
man remarks that retalistory measures won't do,
and points out that the same dislike of New Yorkers
to make s fuss which has enabled the cnstom to  be-
come fixed stands in the way of nprooting it by any
such hrreh mewsures. While confessing that any
question of good or bad manners can be more inter-
estingly disoussed in New York thao anywhere else
in this couptry, we venture to suggest another im-
pertinence quite ag annoying as the one complained
of in the Times. It is the habit of some people of
salling 8 number and then, instead of asking it this
is Blank’s meat masrket, blandly inquire who 1=
talking. This puts the recipient of the eall in the
position of telling a perfect stranger who be is, to be
met frequently with the impatient reply: “I dow’t.
want you atall. Ring off!” :

The general American standard of politeness and
good breeding 18 probably truthfally represented in
our telephone manpers. It is regrettable that the
element of courtesy and copsideration is too fre--
quently ahsent from the average conversation over
the wire. What is ruder or more exasperating than
for & busy man to be called to the phooe only to be
greeted by the guestion, ‘Do you know who this
11" or “Don’t you know my voicet’’ ar other flip-
pant salutation. . 3

It is au odd fact that people use the telephone
more often to ask lavors than to confer them, yeb
they fail to take this into account. A person un-
consciously lspses into discourteons mannerisms
when using a telephone that would not be thought
of for & second in & direct interview. If two per-
sons are talking over s wire and u third is unfnten-
tionally connected and interrupts, how wild are the
protests and how roseate are the admonitions to ‘‘get
out of bere!”’” and “don’t butt in!”” and ‘‘atay out of
this, you lobster!” A similar interraption of a di-
rect conversation on the street would not arounee
half the warmth of expostuldtion.

Perbaps in the future years telephone manners
will be the subjeet of serious concern on the part of
philanthropiste and sociologists. It may be that
some way will be devised to enforce decent polite-
ness and considerstion by those who now Iimpoge
boorish deportment upon their fellow beings. All
of the better bred telephone users will unite in ear-
nestly hoping for snch & consammation.

The ancient Romans made the standard gauge of
our present railways. The width of the wheel base
a8 the most up-to-date dining car is what it is, be-
cause it was originally that of the chariots which
rolled along the Roman roads in Britain. A recent




